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Dear Colleague: 

As longstanding members of the Agriculture Committee, we understand and share the deep desire to pass a good, bipartisan Farm Bill.

HR 7567 is not that bill. And we strongly urge our Democratic colleagues to VOTE NO.

It is urgently important that we make clear to the American people the sharp contrast in values at stake in the next election. A yes vote on this Farm Bill will make that nearly impossible. Should it pass, this Farm Bill will make the affordability crisis worse. It will be much harder for our caucus to credibly talk about food prices while voting to take away help for those struggling to afford groceries.

In their Big Ugly Bill, Donald Trump and Congressional Republicans made the largest cut to food assistance in American history. These cuts are now impacting vulnerable people in all our districts. 42 million Americans rely on SNAP for food. It is America’s first line of defense against hunger and poverty. It provides a modest benefit of $2 per person, per meal to purchase groceries. Putting aside seniors, kids, and Americans with disabilities, the majority of people on SNAP work—they just earn so little they need help putting food on the table.

Every single American on food assistance will see their benefits cut as a result of the $187 billion cut that Republicans made in their Big Ugly Bill. Right now, seniors, veterans, families with teenagers, and working families are seeing their food assistance cut at exactly the same time as Trump’s war drives up the cost of food and groceries. We must make Republicans own these cuts, and this Farm Bill makes that impossible. 

Already, thanks to the Big Ugly Bill, 2.5 million Americans have lost access to this vital program that puts food on the table. Their bill also instituted a new “cost shift,” forcing states for the first time ever to come up with hundreds of millions of dollars to cover benefits. If you have not heard from state lawmakers yet about this provision—you will, because they are unable to make up this massive shift in financial obligation. 

Voting for this bill will lock in these cuts to food assistance FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. The stakes are far too high for us to cede ground on the issue of affordability. This is a defining issue for us, and this vote is a decisive moment that gives us a strategic opportunity to highlight how the GOP Farm Bill will raise costs while cutting benefits for families that are already struggling to pay for groceries.

We strongly, strongly urge you to VOTE NO on the upcoming Farm Bill, which ignores the explosion of hunger thanks to Donald Trump’s Big Ugly Bill and does nothing to address the Republican-caused affordability crisis right now.  

Sincerely,

James P. McGovern
Ranking Member
House Committee on Rules

Jahana Hayes
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Nutrition & Foreign Agriculture 
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